









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	In 2005, at 1:45 a.m., Rudy Fleming, 19, David Simmon, 18, a separately-charged 15-year-old juvenile and four of their friends passed an off duty security guard on the Lower East Side. Fleming, Simmon, and the juvenile approached the victim and demanded his leather jacket. When the victim refused, Fleming hit him over the head with a silver revolver, causing a cut and a bruise. Simmon and the 15-year-old punched and held the victim, who would not relinquish his coat. Eventually, the three gave up and rejoined their friends. An hour later, one block away, the group came upon two couples walking home from a bar. Fleming pulled out a gun and demanded money from everyone. Servisio Simmon, 21, stood next to the four victims, penning them in. Ashley Evans, 18, and Tatianna McDonald, 14, stood behind Fleming. One male victim tried to keep walking, and Fleming hit him in the face with his gun. Fleming grabbed one of the female victim’s purses and tossed it to the two female defendants. McDonald rifled through the bag and took a cell phone. Servisio Simmon apologized to the man who was hit in the face and said they just wanted money. Nicole Dufresne, a playwright and actress, approached Fleming, scolded him, and said, “You got what you want. What are you going to do now, shoot us?” Fleming fired once at pointblank range, hitting her in the chest. Dufresne died in her fiancé’s arms. All the defendants fled. Surveillance video, which showed the group in the area at the time of both incidents, helped lead to their arrest. The loaded silver revolver was recovered from Fleming’s apartment. 
	The Office also offers training opportunities for law students.  The Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law offers its second- and third-year students a clinical program which involves a full-time, one-semester internship in the Office. Selected students are sworn in as student assistant district attorneys. They participate in the orientation program for newly hired assistants and then work in trial bureaus. These law students assist with felony and misdemeanor cases, and are assigned to prosecute a narcotics eviction case under a student practice order with the Appellate Division, First Department. They also attend weekly Office meetings with a senior prosecutor as well as weekly seminars with that prosecutor at their school. The Office also offers summer and semester internships for law students from other schools who wish to gain experience in litigation in the public sector. The students work closely with assistant district attorneys. They research and write briefs, and assist with investigations, hearings, and trials. Several informational programs, including a weekly lecture series, are provided. 

